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Progress from the Collective Effort
RODNEY COOK, SR. PARK IN VINE CITY
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Sidewalks are currently being poured at Cook Park.
The park’s 16" wide festival sidewalks will be the first
to be installed and are designed to allow for festival
tents to be put up and provide space for pedestrion
traffic to pass by during seasonal events inVine
City's new 16-acre green space.
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Cook Park's expansive 650 long steel bridge that
spans the Cook Park pond will begin to have
concrete poured in December. Following the
concrete’s curing, handrails with integrated lighting
will be installed to provide for a fully accessible and
scenic view of the entire site.
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Boulders from the Bellwood Quarry site will be
placed throughout the Cook Pork site to add to

the ambience of the project’s native landscape
plantings. Boulders will also be located in strategic
areas to offer seating for park users.
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Cook Park is designed to seamlessly integrate
functional engineering features within a
programmed park space while providing park
amenities to visitors of all ages and abilities with
ways to gather, connect and enjoy nature including:
a playground, splash pad, geration fountain, and
great lawn, along with a market plaza, mutti-
purpose courts, and an amphitheater stage.
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reating the Beloved Community

Since you cannot find the universal and

beloved community, create it
Josiah Royce (1913)

One of Royce's students in the 16005 was W.E.B. Du Bais,
who arrived in Atlanta in 1897 to establish a
sociology pregram at Atlanta University and develop
the university's curriculum. It is possible W.E.B. Du Bois
and others could have discussed the idea of the
"beloved community” and its embodiment in the
Atlanta University Center and Vine City neighborhoods
as early as Du Bois' arrival in Atlanta. Since the late
1860s, white and black educaters, black students, and
working class white and black residents had been living
in the historic Westside.

Dr. King's mentor, Howard Thurman, was also a
student of Royce and colleague of W.EB. Du Bois.

He used the term "beloved community” as an inspira-
tional lens “to perceive [in the world] a harmony that
transcends all diversities and in which diversity finds its
richness and significance.” He broodened the concept
from Royce's specifically Christian erientation and
emphasized the importance of truly integrated com-
munities beyond legal integration and emphasized the
importance of a radically nonexclusionary community.

During Thurman's lifetime, the historic Westside served
as a nerve center of civil rights activism even as the ef-
fects of legal segregation remained in the community_

Community cannot for long feed on itself.
It can only flourish with the coming of others
from beyond, their unknown and undiscoversd
brothers and sisters.

Howard Thurman 1971

Dr. King takes the thinking of Royce and Thurman

forward with his belief that we can "octualize the

Beloved Community.” Walter Fluker writes that the
"beloved community” is Dr. King's “single, organizing

principle of [his] life and thought.”

Qur goal is to create a beloved community,
and this will require a qualitative change in aur

souls as well as a quantitative change in our lives.

Martin Luther King, Jr., 1966




Thank You to Our Volunteers!



