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Progress from the Collect
RODNEY COOK, SR. PARK IN VINE
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The finishing touches of the splash pad and restroom
building at Cook Park are currently being added.
When complete and open to the public, the splash
pad ot Cook Park will become the sixth splash pad in
the City of Atlanta. This refreshing program element
and its jets of water is designed to allow for young
residents from Vine City and English Avenue to cool off
during the summer months without swimming.

The main gateway to Cook Park along Joseph E. Boone
Boulevard at Vine Street is close to being complete.
The entry is comprised of several granite-veneered
retaining walls and stairs to invite park users into the
greenspace from the north side of the park.
Cook Park is di dto integ

fu ional engineering fe within a programmed
park space while providing park amenities to visitors
of all ages and abilities with ways to gather, connect
and enjoy nature including: a playground, splash
pad, geration fountain, and great lawn, along
with a market plaza, multi-purpose courts, and an
amphitheater stage.
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If you're interested in joining at the
Collegstown Farm another time, visit

i fund.org/calendar
to view more opportunities every Tuesday
and Thursday, and at Lindsay Street Park
every second Saturday!
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Since you cannot find the universal and
beloved community, create it.

Josiah Royce (1913)

One of Royce’s students in the 1890s was W.E.B. Du Bois,
who arrived in Atlanta in 1897 to establish a

sociology program at Atlanta University and develop
the university’s curriculum. It is possible W.E.B. Du Bois
and others could have discussed the idea of the
“beloved community” and its embodiment in the
Atlanta University Center and Vine City neighborhoods
as early as Du Bois’ arrival in Atlanta. Since the late
1860s, white and black educators, black students, and
working class white and black residents had been living
in the historic Westside.

Dr. King’s mentor, Howard Thurman, was also a
student of Royce and colleague of W.E.B. Du Bois.

He used the term “beloved community” as an inspira-
tional lens “to perceive [in the world] a harmony that
transcends all diversities and in which diversity finds its
richness and significance.” He broadened the concept
from Royce’s specifically Christian orientation and
emphasized the importance of truly integrated com-
munities beyond legal integration and emphasized the
importance of a radically nonexclusionary community.

During Thurman'’s lifetime, the historic Westside served
as a nerve center of civil rights activism even as the ef-
fects of legal segregation remained in the community.

Community cannot for long feed on itself.
It can only flourish with the coming of others
from beyond, their unknown and undiscovered
brothers and sisters.

Howard Thurman 1971

Dr. King takes the thinking of Royce and Thurman
forward with his belief that we can “actualize the
Beloved Community.” Walter Fluker writes that the
“beloved community” is Dr. King’s “single, organizing
principle of [his] life and thought.”

Our goal is to create a beloved community,
and this will require a qualitative change in our
souls as well as a quantitative change in our lives.

Martin Luther King, Jr., 1966
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Vision, Mission, and Values

A community Dr. King would be proud to call home.

To advance a compassionate approach to neighborhood revitalization that creates a diversejncoxeel
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Do with the Community, not to the Community

We know that residents are the real experts on the challenges in their
community. Therefore, we learn

from residents and involve them in all we do.

Be Compassionate
We meet residents where they are in a spirit of empathy
and respect.

Have Integrity in Everything
We stand behind all we say and do. We are open, honest,
and courageous.
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Be Creative

We bring high energy and fresh ideas to tackling

the longstanding challenges on the westside.

2 SONBF RSRAOFGSR G2 UGUNRBAY3I RAFTFSNES
to get different results.

Deliver Results
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the long term, with a focus on measurable
outcomes today.
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The Roles We Play
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Impact Strategies
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