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Westside Singing Ambassadors

Benefit Concert
Friday, November 29, 2019

6:00 PM — 8:00 PM
960 Martin Luther King Drive, SW
Tickets: S20

tinyurl.com/westsidesingingambassadors
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Progress from the Collective Effor

RODNEY COOK, SR. PARK IN VINE CITY
LOCAL YOUTH DESIGN CLIMBING BOULDERS

Two climbing boulders designed by youth from
CHRIS 180 and the Arthur M. Blank Family YMCA
Center were delivered to the Cook Park site on
October 18th. Funding for the installation came
from The North Face as part of a collaborative effort
with The Trust for Public Land to bring free public
climbing boulders to neighborhoods in Atlanta,
Denver, Chicago, and New York.

The fabrication of the boulders was the culmination
of three separate design sessions with neighborhood
youth and volunteer climbers who spoke about the
importance of climbing in their lives.

The final session was a workshop in January where
climbing volunteers and two NorthFace professional
climbers joined two dozen youth at the YMCA's
climbing wall to climb, have lunch, and develop their
own designs through drawing and modeling clay.

Rubberized resilient surfacing will be installed
below the fabricated climbing sculptures in the
coming weeks. The boulder fabricator who shaped
the structures matched the unique sandstone rock
texture of local climbing hotspot, Horse Pens 40.

Cook Park is designed to seamlessly integrate
functional engineering features within a
programmed park space while providing park
amenities to visitors of all ages and abilities with
‘ways to gather, connect and enjoy nature including:
a playground, splash pad, aeration fountain, and
great lawn, along with a market plaza, multi-
purpose courts, and an amphitheater stage.
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low [human beings].”

ng the Beloved Community

Since you cannot find the universal and
beloved community, create it.

Josiah Royce (1913)

One of Royce's students in the 1890s was W.E_B. Du Bois,
who arrived in Atlanta in 1897 to establish a
sociology program at Atlanta University and develop
the university’s curriculum. It is possible W.E.B. Du Bois
and others could have discussed the idea of the
“beloved community” and its embodiment in the
Atlanta University Center and Vine City neighborhoods
as early as Du Bois’ arrival in Atlanta. Since the late
1860s, white and black educators, black students, and
working class white and black residents had been living
in the historic Westside.

Dr. King's mentor, Howard Thurman, was also a
student of Royce and colleague of W.E.B. Du Bois.

He used the term “beloved community” as an inspira-
tional lens “to perceive [in the world] a harmony that
transcends all diversities and in which diversity finds its
richness and significance.” He broadened the concept
from Royce's specifically Christian orientation and
emphasized the importance of truly integrated com-
munities beyond legal integration and emphasized the
importance of a radically nonexclusionary community.

During Thurman'’s lifetime, the historic Westside served
as a nerve center of civil rights activism even as the ef-
fects of legal segregation remained in the community.

Community cannot for long feed on itself.
It can only flourish with the coming of others
from beyond, their unknown and undiscovered
brothers and sisters.

Howard Thurman 1971

Dr. King takes the thinking of Royce and Thurman
forward with his belief that we can “actualize the
Beloved Community.” Walter Fluker writes that the

“beloved community” is Dr. King's “single, organizing
principle of [his] life and thought.”

Our goal is to create a beloved community,
and this will require a qualitative change in our
souls as well as a quantitative change in our lives.

Martin Luther King, Jr., 1966




Vision, Mission, and Values

A community Dr. King would be proud to call home.

To advance a compassionate approach to neighborhood revitalization that creates a diverse, mixed-income
community, improves the quality of life for current and future residents, and elevates the Historic Westside’s
unique history and culture.

Do with the Community, not to the Community Be Creative

We know that residents are the real experts on the challenges in their We bring high energy and fresh ideas to tackling
community. Therefore, we learn the long-standing challenges on the westside.
from residents and involve them in all we do. We're dedicated to trying different approaches

to get different results.
Be Compassionate

We meet residents where they are in a spirit of empathy Deliver Results

and respect. We’re committed to driving transformation in
the long term, with a focus on measurable

Have Integrity in Everything outcomes today.

We stand behind all we say and do. We are open, honest,
and courageous.
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President and CEO VP of Real Estate Controller Real Estate Associate VP of Project Director of
Financing Strategy and Impact
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and Communications Real Estate Westside Engagement
Development Volunteer Corps
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Impact Strategies
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The Roles We Play

The Westside Future Fund’s role in supporting and/or driving impact will vary depending on the theme
and stage of development

High




Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms &
Dan Cathy, CEO, Chick-fil-A






Get Engaged!

Share Your Experience

* Twitter: @WFFAtlanta
* Facebook & Instagram: @WestsideFutureFund
* #TransformWestsideSummit

Learn more
westsidefuturefund.org

Come back! Bring a friend!

Next Summit: December 6" with Dr. Diamond Ford, Principa
Hollis Innovation Academy

Volunteer with the Corps!

Sign up for our newsletter!
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See you next time,
Friday, December 6, 2019!




